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INTRODUCTION

The main objective ol this book is to bring together as many
carly pictures of the descendants of Thomas and his son
William Blair, as possible. The collection as i whole, amazingly
comprises Williwm Blair and all of his eleven children minus thiee
This 15 no small feat, being that the bulk of the carly pictures
date 1o nearly the advent of photography as it came available to
the average mun.

Another object, wias to use the praject of the book
to help learn how to befter use my new computer as | had no
trnining at all on the subject.

[ am guite plessed with the first goal’s outeome
s 1 hope you | the reader, will be equally.

As for the second |, well, let's just say | I'm still leaming!
1 would Hke to give many special thanks to all who “rambled “through
drawers and closets:” foraged” through attics; contacted other relatives
to see what they may hive had to contribute, and went 1o great lenghts,
trouble, and expense, to assure that our Blair anscestors would not be
forgotten through the passage of time.

Ihere was one phrase used the same way by many of you



INTRODUCTION
that was: " the Blair's were a proud and clanmish [amily" This trait is

still evident. | feel, ay descendants far and wide came wgether 1o

make this publication o great succesy.,

I tried o focus more on the "essence”, if vou wall ,of
the family more so than extremely seumte dates ete. so I'm sure
you may find some diserepencies in areas, although | have tried
to keep the information ns accurate &5 was relayed to me by family
members past and present.

In conelusion, 1 hope that each reader will find something
in this collection that, in the words of LD Blair Jr., " Will recall from
the dim or forpotten past o person. o thing, or an event which will help
brighten some dark little corner in your heart, then it will not have been

written in vam”,
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William Blair

1805- 1882



Withiam Blatr and il Childven

Thet hame Blawr In Gaslic means a field or cleared plan, In 2 Mudy
of Scotch and Irish history, Ihe name Blair occurs often
Thomas Blair{ 1762-1840) . with his wife, Margaret Hussey(1764-1832)
and their children, Margaret, Martha, Nancy. and William, came to the westarm
secton Fairfleld County about 1800, Thomas was a man of considerable wealth
and bought a plantation in the Dawkins Community  His daughter , Eleanor
did not occompany this migration to South Carolina, but remained In Vieginia
with her hustand |, My, Sellars.
Daughter Margaret mamed James McCormick and moved with her husband
1o the West to make her home. Nancy married William McConnel. but died at
the early age of 35, After her death sister Martha scon became William McConnell's
second wife
Margaret , wife of Thomas Blair, teed on September 26, 1832 and
was buned at Salem Presdyterian Church  Her husband was a charter
member of this church and helped to establish t in 1812
Rachel MoGraw Blair (1779-1844), was Thomas Blair's second wife
Her will is on file in Winnshoro South Carolina. Apartof it is

"I desire to my exacutors 10 pay o my six brothers or their heirs
2ach $5.00, namety James Peter. Timothy, Simon, Chartes and
Abraham, and the balance of the estate 10 be divided between
my three brothers namely, Enoch, Arthur, and Marshal McGraw.
according 1o the number of their chidren. with this exception.
1 wish my brother Marshal to recerve $50.00 and my two neices
namely, Mary and Hamette Rebecca McGraw, $25.00 each
over and above thelr distributive shares for their sevices during
my affiction | request my two brothers | Marshal and Arthur McGraw
1o act as my lawiull executors given under my hand and seal
the sixteenth day of July, 1344"

Witnesses: Dawid Blair Sr. Willam Stalr, James Lyles

Wikam | Thomas and Margaret's oaly son was bom on Docember the
20th 1805 and died on January the 20th, 1882 He lived a colorfil, honorable,
and Chrstian life. Willam was on of the administrator,s of his father's estate
A copy of a portion of his will 15 on file in Winsboror, SC It reads:

“Personal smounts of maney received and paid by Wiskam Biair
ToMrs. Rachel Biair, who agrees to take an equal share with

the children. . $2,311.05  To Eleancr Sellars the same amount
Margarel, wife of James McCormick $231105 Martha,

wife of Wilkam McConnedl ... 3231105, The children of Nancy
McConnell .. $2311.05 William Blair .. $2.311.05

Executors Williarm Blaw ana William McConnell



Wiliam Blair (1805-1882), was mamed three imes andg hod tweive chidren. Five girly
and sever: boys. Mis first wite was Sarah McConnell {1807-1849), the daughter of Andrew
McConnell She and Wm. had six chikiren and ived in the old Mean's mansion Faindew which
they owned. This plantation contained 400 acres, running rom the Ashiford- Ferry road 1o the
Hroad river, and from the Jacob Canamore hil i the south to Rock Creek on the north
Freadiiness, love and hospitality sways resgned in this house of generosity and greatness, The
=ix-che idren borm to William and Sarah weve

CHILD BORN OIED MARRIAGE
Margaret Nov. 2 1834 Jan. 20, 1904 1 Wm Agen
= 2 Charles Blaw
Mary Sepn B, 1836 Apnl 291514 James Frazer
Thomas Nav., 22 1833 1908 1 Jane Mc Gl

2 Ana Letner
Wm. McConnell Jan 121841 Dec 4, 1888 Mamie Robinsan
Andrew Franklin Now 221843 May 13, 1831 Salte Willingham
Nancy Elzabeth Jona 15, 1847 e Noc B Jennings

l'nﬁhroemnmlmwwu\mmmmwy

Thomas and A F bath enlisted February 6th | 1862, at Camp Hampton
AF msa?ndhuunmCotan.&dBMSoumCamu\fmry

und was wounded at Gettysburg  Thomas | a Private was on Aprt the
5th 1anmmemeammuammp night thigh
William McConnell enlisted the 30th, 1861 age 20 yoars. He wam a

mmmmwaumaazmmu.mo
wnmmmmmﬁuqmmemmm.mmmn
motmwwwmmwmou She was bom an
October the 31, 1812 JohnOam.hoﬁrﬁchMmbomm[hmberai.
1850 mmnm.mmmwnwmw_wss. When

Although Willliam Bilair ad (05t two wives and had 8 children, he was
able to 'woo" r-smmnmmucem.mywms&wofm
farmes wife Elizabeth

He and Nancy Jane had four children

Robert Butier Feb 24,1866 Jan 1, 1870 (died at four from
afallona
hay wagon)

James Edward Dec 12, 1887 Aug, 1899 Hannie Long

Lawrence MoGil Jan_ 14, 1870 Aug 31 1949 Elizabeth Mae Jones

Hatte Elsanor Fab. 1, 1871 April 1943 Camillus Little smiah
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Margaret Blair (seated)

Margaret und Churles Blair
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MARGARET BLAIR

Margaret, the oldest child of Willians and Sorah McConnell Blair was probably
numed for her grandmother Margaret Hussey Blair (I must say, that while | am
mentoning the name Hussey my grandmothers loved to tell me, with a laugh, that
her great-grandmother was o “Hussey™ showing her keen sense of humor).
Murgaret was first married 10 William Aiken, He was killed in the Civil War, To
this marriage were borm

William Franklin Aiken--B, 22 Nov. 1853 - D-2 Feb, 1'4)2
John Thomas Aiken ——B-10 Oct. 1835 - D, 17 Sept. 1925 -Texas

Mury Elizabeth Aiken-----B-23 Nov. 1859 - D- 23 Jan, 1915

Sallie Jane Aiken B. 30 Oct. 1857 <1, 25 Jun. 1874
Margaret Caroline Aiken—B- 1862- D - 22 Jan. 1919

Margaret later married Charles Burley Blair,  He was nol o close relative, if a
relative at all. I anyone makes a link, please inform me!

However, it is to be noted, that his middle name was Burley, There is an old
Burley House still standing near the sites of Thomas Blair's home (father of
William) and the McConnell’s and MeGill's, Margaret would have lived her
early yeurs in that area of the county and would have probably been familiar with
this set of Blairs and/or Burleys. It is quite often through this type of research that
one finds that he could be Kin to himself! (HA!)

Charles served as a sessions keeper and elder ot Sulem Presbyterian Church and
was a veteran of the Civil War. Charles died in 1910.In the above picture you can
see the Blair sense of humor as Marion Moc

Frazier is holding her Aunt Murgaret “Hostage™ ina Wheel Barrow, sister Mary 1s
on the porch watching. This picture was probably taken in 1900, Margaret died
in 1904,

Also pictured is some of the family standing in front of the old Aiken home
probubly still in possession of Margaret Aiken’s descendants at the time. There
was i Blair reunion held for many yeats by Margaret's family in the Lebannon
Community of Fairfield County. To this marriage were born:

Laura A. Blair - mamied - William Broome

Hattic McComnell  married  Edward Jefferson Lever.

Lula Amanda marricd Will Deblihnes

Nannic Lenn married William R. Aiken

Cora Helen married Robert Frunklin Andrews

I



Charles B, Blair
The subject of this sketch, Charles B. Blair was bom in Fairfield County in 1840
and died on July 19, 1910, He was buried in Salem Church graveyard by his
commades and friends.

He entered the confederate service n 1861, Greggs regiment, first SC 1, and was
afterward in the thirteenth South Carolina Kershaw's brigade of which he was a
color bearer. On one occasion the pallont Kershaw rode up and demanded the
colors, Blair refused to give them up, stating that show me where you wish them
planted. Kershaw pointed to o large pine tree and soon the gallant Blair had the
colors waving and the brigade formed.

It was such man who made the history of Kershaw's brigade and Longsireets
corps, No braver man ever wore the gray.

He leaves a family of seven daughters and & pood name- that is better than much
riches.
A Commde

Charles B, Blair, born April 6, 1840, Entered Army Jan. 1, 1861 in Monticello
Guards under Capt. J. B. Davis. Promoted to Ensign of 15™ Regiment. Position
at close of War 1™, Lieut, Co. E. Wounded in the Second Battle of Mannssas and
Spottsylvania Court House, * 1 served from the first gun that was fired at Fort
Sumter until the kst one that was fired when Gen. R, E. Lee surrendered in Vi
Was wounded twice during the War,
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I homas Blase

Ihomis Blair, the oldest son of William and Sarah MeConnell

IMair, was born on November 22, 1838 He was first marnied o Jane
Mol swho died sometime before 1870 and 14 buried uf Salem l’h"-h'\h.‘l’l;lll
Church. He and Jane bad four children

Williwm Preston, James, Robert and Newton
Hhig second Marmige was 1o Anma Laitner. He and Anna had five ¢hildsen

(harlotte, Andrew MeConnell, Salhie Berthn, Mane
Francts Sowter and Walter Leitner

Charfottet Lotie) marmed David English Cumek, founder of Spartunbueg
Methodist College. Andrew MeConnell (Mac) marnied Lavinia camak
saster of David, amd was Postmaster at Rion South Caroling before he retired
Marte , murried Rembert Oliver Burgess, Dr Burgess wis President of

the eollepe pfter D, Camak

Fhomas Jived in the Greenbrier section of Fairfield county where he was

o large land owner and farmer. He was probabally ane of the owner's

of the five Blair plantations mentioned in FTHE COMMING OF THE BLAIRS
section of this writing. His home is still standing but is in a bad state of
deteriomtion.  Thomas died i 1909 aod 15 buced along with Anoa in the
Greenbrier Methodist Church cometury

14



Willkam MetConnell Blair

Willism MeConnell Blair, the fourth child of William
and Sarah Blair, was born on Janurary 12,1841 and died on December
4, 1888, He married Mamic Robinson. There is hardly any information
on him at all, other than what 15 in the introduction. 1 believe he
lived in or near Union and had o store.
His children were:
Addie Blar
Bessie Blair

Franklin Bhuir

Hattie Blair

Page |



Home of Andrew Franklin Blar around 1898

(pictured lefi 1o nght) Fanme Jonestsister of Lulo Blar),
arge woman possibally Salbe Blair, Jessic Maode Jones
Lulu Jooes Blair, unidentified (could possibally be Mary Frazier)



Andrew Franklin Blagr, the fifith child of William and
Sarah MeConnell Blair was horn on November the 22, 1843
and died on May 13, 1891, He was married 10 Sallic Willingham.
Unfortunatly. there is no surviving picture of him. As was mentioned
In the first cahpter. He won o second Licutant, Company. G,
South Caroling Infantry and was wounded a Gettysburg. He was
a member of the Red Shirts during reconstruction. He died from
u fall off of a building i Columbia. His home was in Blair not
far from the store and was acceross from the hill Fairview wias
situated ot The house bumed sometime around 1900, Andrew
and Sallic’s children were:

Ola Blair m I Bob Pettigrew

2 Silus Lever
William Blair m Luly Joney f
Martha Blair " Claude Jones -
Minnie Blair m Jim Tidmarsh

Thomas Blair m Claire Wheceler



NANCY ELIZABETH BLAIR

Nuney Elizabeth Blair, the last danghter of William and
Sarah MeConnell Blair was born in 1849, and died in 1919,
She maried Alex B, Jennings and made Texas her home. She
raised o karge family, She kept the old stories of her
happy life being raised at Fairview in her beloved homestate of
South Carotina alive untill the present generation 133 yeurs later.
Her greatgrandsughter, Betty Hull, wis a delight 1o talk to and knew
all about the house and the Gamily and the church und hopes
to come 1o Blair . Little other is known of Nancy,

To this marruige were born:
John D, Jennings  m. Frances Cozart
Sallic Jennings m. Sapp
Will Jennings m.  Daisey Pickle
Beufort Jennings — m, Frbel ¥

Lillian Jennings wm, Joe MeCallum






ANCY BLAIR JENNING'S FAMIL

ure Mosma und Paps Grand. My grandfiher, John Davis Jenning

) Grinf's beft shoulder. Hin wale, my grandmother Fannie Cozan

b ' ipm Cirundl's Seft. My mother, Elizabeth In her lap. Mother's sister
1 ther, Geribdime und Harold, are seated next to Papa Grand, Another daugiver Joh
Francis, came while John was in France during the Fast Waorkd War  This photo must

have boen made during the Winter of 1909 an my mother wis hom July 14t 1908

I yOMBE M Wilh By wile und chitldren to the nght of the post was another son He and

iy wile were Killed in 0 buggy ar car acoxdent a few yoars later and lef their chilifren orphans

A sister, Ly s one of the women in the photo, but Pmonot sure whach one  She and her

husband may be the eated above th

andd 10 the bower night of Mama {iran

e couphe ot the bottom ol the step with the boy & another of thelr soms, | believ

Fcan't identily the pretty woman ahove Muma G the young woman and boy 1o her night
Bt the dog steals the show! 1Y he & hoot*"

his description i m (the words of Betty Hull, Nanev's great granddangive

It 15 plausable, that the tady 10 the ngh

coldd be ber saser, Sallic Blsir McGill,as o
lived in Texas nke

And o swated in it place of maportance 1 o formal family photo snd wa
H

tibed b me s being 8 heavy woman, 48 wel




John Duvis Blair

“Weare told i the Hloly Babke thit o man should be judged by the
use he makes of his tlents mther than with bow muany he 15 endowed. John ).

Blaar's children in an apprinsal of the vantage potnt of matarily recogoize that in him were

traits which go 1o moke good and fine men. He possessed those traits which
made him a fine father.a dutiful) and considerate husband, and o stict observer of the

Golden rule, He saw some good in every miun regirdless of how willing o sorey others

considered him to be.

Although too young to bear sems i the War Between the States. He did
lerd hus assistance to the task of recliiming his seetion from the geasp of the carpet
bapzers and scallawags. Being mther ceticent 1o diseuss in desal any of his
activities, we did learn by prece-meal that he joined the activities of the originat
K Klux Klan and sueh realted organizations as the "Red Shins™. However, he
always stressed 10 ws that it was the doty of every Amencan Citizen to uphold and
abide by the Laws of the realm. He himself. was one of the stuanchest low enforce
ment agents in the co. What ever part he may bave had in reconstruction wis
aimed ol the restoraton of a society which would permit low and order 1o prevail
ugain

Pagpa loved company and enjoyed conversation. He was one of the best
read men of his day and was particularly well posted on governmenital mutiers.,
He could express his thoughts clearly, Fle wrote in o langunge which was Muid and
deseriptive. However, in general conversation he talked inan eisy but ot careless
manner. betraying his troe command of English

At every opportuaity, be would make it o point to ride over 1o Blairs
to swap ideas with who ever he might find on the chief 1opics of the day. Seated

Page 1



1 Bl
on il Kegs, empty dry good boxes and whatever hattered chairs were available
He, Uncle Lon Blair, Cousin Jimmy Frazter and other present men of the community
would analize the evils and wrongs of the times and preseribe o cure. Unfortunately,
their opportunities for patting thier cure into operation , seldom, il ever materialized

Vhere was o special ¢lose relationship beoween Papa and Uncle Fon and ey
were the days they missed having their confahs.

John 10 Blalr frossned on exeessive and cheap sentimentality. He had
disciplined himsell so tharoughly in the contrall of his emotions that the oceaions were
rare indeed that any of ws recognized him being emotionally upset to the slightest
degree. After the death of s first bom child Paul,. he leamed that it was wrong
10 worship the Oesh. To him it was wsign of wealiness.

On i oceatssion when one of the men of the county lost his wife in death,
the husband was so agricved that at the fuperal he made a sorry spectical of himself
by falling on the grave and refusing to leave voluntanly, Papa's comment al that
time was "o bleating cow soon forgets ber calt™, Sure enough | the hushind was
happy with a new wife within a year.

A strong Bluir characteristic was fidelity« st Jeast it was with the old line
our father was o fine exponent of this virtoe.  The clannishness is manifes cach
Christmas when almost without exeeption , all of his children head for bome taking ,
with them their mates.

Although Papa greatly disliked hypocrasy among people, in their
every day relutions. He despised it in religious attitudes. Like his Blair anscestors,
He was i staunch Preshytenian aod was one of the Churches Elders. He was tolerant
ol a persons religious seruples even i they were in direet contrast 1o his own views

Althogh small in stature, he was physically energenic and was possessed of
unuswal endurance. During most of bis life he was blessed with good health, o suite
continuing up 1o within o few months of his death in 1928 His wish oft repeated that
“he die i harness™ wis almost realized. even in his 78th year his riding horse was
aspirited colt, an animal which thist very Summer hid pitched bs son L. from s back.

Evidently . he possessed some of the focings of an artist , for he loved the beauty
of mature. e recogmsed beauty in sun rises and sunsets as well zs the beauty of awesome
night. Birds, particularly, song binds he welcomed about the premmses. He wiote beautiful
poetry as his sister Sullic attests. (one is n my possession) "

THE FORMER WAS COPIED FROM THE MEMOIRS
OF 1D, BLAIR IR
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Jud blair

John ). Blair was o graduate of Bogan Strltrove College Marvland, He was the
Justice of the peace for the Strother comm.  He married First, Minnic Arabella Scott.
and afler her death, Hannie Long ( Hannie was the widow of his younger brother Ed)

the children 1o the first marrsige were:

Irene Elizabeth Blair m  LFrank Watson

Leonom Margaret m  Edgar Cromer

William Scott Blair m  Grace Rubb

Otis Walter Blair and Olin Blair { twing ) never married

I'he children to the second marraige were:

Mary Knowiton Blair m  Herbert Hames melaughlin
George Long Blur m  Coleman Issac Parker
Sallic Brown Blair m  Willam Henry Lominack

Page 3



Sarah Jane Blair

Sarah Jane Blair (Sallie), the second oldest und last child of William and
Elizabeth MeGill Blair was borm in 1852, She married James McGill in aboul 1873
Sallie was remembered so fondly by my grandmother and ber siblings. Especially
uncle J.D. Blair. 1 wonder if she married a McGill from SC? Her descendants living
in Texas don't have much information on her , so all | can give are o few sketehy
details about her. Cousin Jessic Blair Baldwin now 93 years old gave u recollection
of her aunt Sallie when 1 visited her during research on this project. [t follows:

" I remember Aunt Sallic was visiting from Texas at my father's
home and it was in the Summer. The family and all present
sat in the big hall with the doors open for breeze. 1 wis
sitting in Aunt Sallie’s lap and she made over me with such
fondness and doting aftection. | don't Know how 1 can still
remember it but it i= such a pleasant memory."

1t is 10 be noted that her oldest child Bessieymarried o Wylie Coleman, Possibaily
of the Featerville, $.C. Colermans for that first name is in the Coleman history.
At some point in time around the mid to Jate 1870 Sallic and
Jumes made their home in Texas, Sallie was tragically killied in & car wreek in
1924
Jumies and Sallic's children were:

Bessic McGill m  Wylie Coleman
Ada MeGill m  Tom Wilson
William Boyd Medill m Nunmie Collins
James Elliot MeGill m  Allie Parnish



Sarah Jane Blair



James Edward Blarr was born i 1869 und died 1 1899, Tle
wies the oldest ehild of William and Naney Jane MeGill Blair
He married Hannie Long on January 28, 1890, Linde is known of
him, other than he was an attorney and could defend his client's
case o u more favorable outecome, intoxscated then the best lawyers

around could sober, 1t was always said by his wife that he was a
hadhant man and did die as a result of alcoholism

tix obvioasly true that Ed was intelligent and articulate
as thus love ode be wrote to Hannie when he was courting her in his
splended handwriting attests
Ed was no doubt o preat orator and gentieman who possessed a more
than sverage education, | wiss always told that all of williams
|| children had college educations. though | can only prove that
Uncle Lon and John Davis possessed Certificates

I'o Miss Hanmie

We may wnite our names in albumns
We may truce them in the sungd

We may chisel them in murble

With o fine and skillfull hand

Bul the pages soon are sullied
Every monument will crumble
Like ali carthly hopes decay

But dear friend there 15 an album
full of leaves of snowy white
Where no named 15 ever tarmished
Hut forever pure and bright

In that book of life. God's Alhum
May your name be praised with care
And may all who here have writien
Find their names forever there

Your Sincere Friend
LE. Blair "
Blar's §.C. May [0, 1886
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Lawrence MeGall Blair

Lawrence MeGill Blr, o Lon s he was known, was the youngsst son
of William snd Nancy Jae McGall Blaie He was boo i T870 and was i praduute
of Kentucky State bndversity

Loo was sl o young man living at home with his sister Mary Frszier when
e fmarried Eluabeth Moe Joues in 18 He aod Lizzie, us she was known | lived there
until] their first child was born. Sometime aller 1900 Lon bought the odd Aroumnnis
Lyles plantation vy Hall in the Buckhead Commimiry between flair and Salem
Crossronds

Lot was the progrictor of the LM _Wlair store at Blale. | have been told
thit there has always been a store at Blar smee the o lrood came through m the lae
18606 when Willamn Blaie gave tand for the depot and the RI right of way

Wloir was origimlly called Blsir's Crossig.then Blair's and =t some pamit i fime the
 waes droppesd 1o 18kair

Ed Blaar haid o store there atso and Jobn Daves wis insiramental m establishing
thee Post Office

Lon wis matruenentud i the cstablnfunent of the first bydro-chectriv test tiealiny
ut Parr which paved the way for the now VE Sammer Nackear Power Plant.

Lon , Jobm D and cousin Junmy Frazier were Elders at Salem Crossronds
chureh where the Bl were charter imembers since about 1812

Lon lived the longest of Wilam's childron, reaching the ripe oid nge of $0
when he dsed m 1940

T e eluborare o litke bicon Unele Lon's biouse 24 | thought it was quine
wreresting. Ivy Hall was origisally an 181h cestury "two over two * frame house with
o widke central fall The mantles were handsome but Girily plain s were the big doors
wod wainseonmg.  The winding staircase was cantelevered and quite plan, similir 1o
Fair Views but not as elegon  The house wis exponsded goig out from the back
and was i quirky rambling, metamorphinsis of a builkling 1t was about 1S or 1§
rooms. | remember these odd little roomn upstaire. One wits called the tnink moom,
where the Blarr story fedgers were kept. These wiere big leather bound record books



an | recall, mod the room wevmed 10 be stacked almost 1o the ceilmg with thew,  There

Witk uo anchent peach tree, left over from the origloal sh erchand. 11 was thick and

knasrfed and quite “wize" lookimg.  There was o hig square granse mounting block

in front of the bhowuse near the deive allowing the ladies o moant without showiny their ankles.
I the Spring the place would be alive with every formt of Iooeming shrub

s marcasaues and othier beaventy scensed hesrfoom bulbs
Tvy hadl is no bosger occupied, but is prdntiained by Loa's descendany.

To this marmaige were bormn:
Lauretice " Vel Thomas
Valenia m Albert Mo Whorter
Ldwirnd (Tod) m Cleone MeMeckin
Ray McCill Blair Catherine Marrot
Veaner m Mary Turner
1 uilie 18hsis
Jewsic m James Balidwin

MARY L) DEANTIE NWE S AT






LAWRENCT MOGILL BLAIR. as a youniz boy

FLLAS ENTRY IN AUTOGRATT BOOK




Ella Harmieu Blar, the youngest daughier of William and
Naney Jane MeGill Blaie was borm in 1871, She Married Camillus
Lattle Smith in 1891, She made her hame in the Greenbriar section
of Fairficld co. Very little 15 known of her. She was affection-
ately reffered o by her kin as Aunt Elly,

She was afforded all the priveleges tat her famly’s
respectable socil staus in the community could provide. She
was a young lady ol refinement . charm, and a good cormmand of
the social graces as this entry she made in ber friends and
soom Lo be sister in law's autopmph book clearly atteses,
She was 15 when she wrote this.  Ello Hlarriett Smith died in 1947
I believe 1 have found out throughs my research that it was she
who recorded some of the earliest history we have on the Blair's
I have an idea she may have attended Salem Academy in North Carolinn
but have not pursued the lead so | am't say for sure

To this murriage were born:

lone Smith m. Cecil Cotton
Lois Smith m. Clarence
Rogers Smith m, 7 Julee
Elizabeth Smith m.  Hugh Mann

Sadie Smith m.  Bill Rabb

v
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DRAWING HOOM CEILING—FAIR VIEW
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Fair View
Owp Fraznn Hose—]. B. Fraziex, Jr.

“Fairview”, the old Frazier Home which is located on one of
Ihahl.hulpohhlnﬂwﬁldrucﬂmd!\irﬁeld&mty.m

After the death of General Means the house was purchased by
Willlam Biair. The Blair fumily has owned the home considerably
aver voe hundred yeare William Blair was married three times:
Descendunts of Willlam Blair are the Biairs, Fraziers, and Aikens
of Fairfield. The home has not been cecupied for some years but
of the descendants to live in the old house way the family
Mr. J. B. Frazier, Jr, present owner.

]
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house was built of hand-made brick mnde by slaves on the
and covered with cemant, The walls were some U
thick. Carved eolling details are soen on the ceilings whs
the hanging chandeliers. All of the old mantels are
high and wide where at one time four-foot loge crackled und
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Above the doorwsy is found inerusted the design of a huge
Amutﬁ:made.ﬂusymhﬂulourAminnOvvmnmmLm
froedom of which Genersl Means, ane of the staunchest patriots of
this soction, fought so bravely.

It ks said that this was one ol the few homes in this section
untouched by Sherman's troops because when the troops arvived
at the house and saw the outatretched wings of the American cagle
they were afraid to set five to il



FAIRVIEN IN FAIRFIELD AND ITS PAMOUS POLKS
BY
JOHN C. BLACKBURN

THE COMINO OF THE BLAIRS

ATTILA

The winter's night 1s freught with fright
Blenched faces are wind-bitten.

Sad henrts are numb,

twed voloes dumb,
Their fate in red is written,

The sky o'erhsad is molten lend
Its faca with flames 1s litten,
The lurid glow
of firesbalow
Emblaze a olty smitten.
The roads o'er=-shroud with snlphur=cloud,
Show whara the foe has ridden.
Those colurmma high,
That smoke the sky,
Seroll deeds of shame wunhidden.
The Wun hns pasti ths land's aghast,
The embars still are burning.
Thoae ruins charred,
That acorched sod,
tihelm bitter hearts with yesarning.

There are few namss, 1f eany, more frequently mat in the history
of Reformed Sootlnia, and in the mnnals of the Presbyterisn Firk of
8hot country, than that of Pleair, Some of this family moved with the
firast wastern %tide to the mich=sougzht and greater libarty of the
western wilderneas, Thera are Rleirs found in both Vireinia snd
Pennsylvanis between the mimeatory period of 1720-1750. Some of the
Virginia Blaira moved up tha wnrlleys of the Fledront, and settled in
wastern Fennaylvanis, One of the Virginia farilies, thint of Thomas
Blair (1762-1840), moved wit: thalr manssrvants and rafdservait s,with
their bazs end tfunks (one 1s still In existence), »na settled in the

Broad Rivar seotion of Fairfield County. Thomas Blair brought hia

_;IIIT"




money with him, and bought a plantation in the Daikins neighborhood,
Hore ha praised fins Crops and a fine family - Margaret, Wartha, Kanoy
and William,

At tha denth of Thomaa Blair, who was buried in 1840 in Salem
Camstery, at Salem Church, a chureh of which he was a charter member,
#1114am, tho only son, inherited a pnrt of his father's estate, Soon
aftoyrward, the Means' mansion, Fairview, togsther with the plantsation
of somd four hundred aores, was offored for sale., This plentation
sxtended from the Ashford Ferry rosd to PBroad Aiver, and from the
Jagob Canamors hill 'on the south to Rook Creek on the narth,

. 7i114lam Blsir bought this beautiful home, with its fertile
river lands snd fruitful hills, and moved his family there, This
plantntion was worked with sbout ons hundrad slaves, one of whom was
the oook, "Aunt Nellle", who hsd come with the family from Virginia
and 1ived to be one hunired years old, and is buried in the Rock
Croek oometory (white Raptist Churoh). Anobher servant was Dick, the
depandable oolored foreman, who in the dark days of the War Botwoeen
tha Statas, "when »ll the men folka wora mwny at tha battle front",

managed four of the five Blair plantstions, Here Willlam Blalr planted

his gnod soras, aqi mads a goodly roll of wonsy in the daya when the
South was a "Cotton Kinpdom", snd "Cotton was King". H1as hospitsble
home was open to family and friend nlike, Fere lived Mary Blair Fra-
gier, a daughter of the family, with her little son, Jomea Blair
(1857= }, whoss fathsr died befare his birth,

It was Friday, Februnry 17,1865, All day the gusty winter wind

had besn moaning eround the blsak walls of the old manaion on the
hill, Inside wors gathered the Tamily of Willlam Blsir, together
with others of his fami%ly commeotfon 4n the neighborhood., All faces

ware ssrious and ¢onversation was subdued, The Yanke e army under

.
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sherman the Vandal waa not many miles off. Ferhapn at that very hour

his cnnnons werse pounding Columbin, forty wilea southward, The sun

had set in florid light bene

ath the ragged, wind-torn olouds beyond

the ridges = bayond the River. Out in the log kitohen 1ittle seven

yoar old Jinmie Fraziar, with the other ahildren of the neighborbood,

pressed sround "punt Nellfo!

a" yawning fireplsoce, wheres supper wWas

being cooked on the spits and oonls,. Ohildhood questions this cere

tain avening fslled to rounas

bhesd, nutterad under her Dbre

"punt Nellie". She shook her 0ld white
sth, and pokoq'tn the ashes on the hesrths.

" punt Nellie" wasn't very far up from the jungles of Afriocs, and the

regions of black art and ebo

door snd pesered out into the

She raised hor pslsied hand andpointsd her orooked finger into

the blackness of the south.

ny witches, She tottored o or to the
night. "Lukt deBL"

\
The ohildren, standing behind her snd

olutohing st her dross, stared out into the darknesns, Far over the

hills a strangd 1ight was glowing, springing up from the esrth es

from a hidden volonno. Its lurid reflection 14t the oloud banks above.

"pat whut I tel yuhl Dat whu

t I tel yuhl Hit's himl Hit's dat ole

Sharman. Dat's ole Shermanl Him de debbill He in do saddle and he

ridia' hard. He gjnna bun up du wyte foks = al un umi "

The ohildren, listening in terror, sorenmaed out, And burst

ghrough the door end dashed for the ™ig house", Little Jimmie was

pushed down and left behind

. Then a strange thing hsppone

in the mad rush of the horrified ohildren.
4, As Aif pulled by an unsean hand, Jim-

mle was lad to the door of that swful sellar, Right down into the

fearful darknssa Jimmie went
foll on hia imees in tha md
onllad out to the God of his

. Way over ia the darkest corner Jimmis
, and in anguish and terror of soulxx
mother to save him from an dAnimown

danger, Suddenly, he sasmed to hesr a voice answering, s light saamed

39
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to shins round about him, nnd the voloe, In oonsoling tones, told
him that he was saved., Jimmlie srome and in quietness of spirit went
into tha house.

There was no sleep in the "blg house"” that night. Orsndfather
Blair, a men of thres moore yesrs, end unsble to be in the srmy, went
upstalrs end looked out of the baok window, Up camo nll the women of |
the house with the mumerous children. None dmred be left behind. The
ohildren orowded in the bBroad casement windowa, and pleatered thelr
11ttla froas sgainst the panes in awed silence. Wider and wider
grew the reflscted flames on the oloud=billds sbove, "Grandpa” Blair
said not & word, His lipa wore drawn tight and fires flashad in his
eyos, Nox snd then he left the window to welk reatlessly a few times
anoroscthe floor, snd then resumed his sllent ntoh‘bofora the window,
Tho womon sighed desply, but suppresasd their mosna for the children's
sake. The young children sobbed fitfully « st what, they did not
know. But the o0ld folka knew what the red billows ovarhoad betokened-=
the Yankees were burning the gapital of their beloved atate,

Up from the servant qusrters come eén incronsing voluws of lamenta
tions, woird snd franticcalls to Heavan for maroy. 014 "iunt Nellie's"
dreecdfml nrning}limd dire prediction, that thia waa tho Dovil's work,
anAd that he wns setting fire to the esrth, was every whit believed
down there. Once Willism Blaily went down to his servants to resssurd
them end to stop thelr frartic ories, All night the red glare 11t thos
upper rooms snd drove all sleep from every eyo.

Next day cams the reports, like e magnetlo wave~ from plantation
to plantation = that Sherman hed burned Columbia, FHis soldiers had
robbed and %illed. None had been spared insult and dlshonor, men or
women, young or old, dbleok or white = snd his army wea heading for
Fairfield County.
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"t Dresd and antlofpation had no timo to cool) the Yanko 63 aame,

4 Gsneral, a big, handsome rider on a megnirffaent horse, and with him

5 3
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That day dregged) new reports vaytooming of strooitiss and
vondaltam, All faces were filled with dlamay) all hasrts were numd
with fesr. Wild ataor lea were eproading smong the negroes, and among
the Whites thsre orept like a paralyeis that unspoken torror = an
uprising, The atoock wers hastened down to the river and hid on the
4sland, The reat was hidden in tha neardby wood, and the silver was
turned over to falthful Dick, the black plentstlon foreman,

but not exactly as sxpeotad. It wes the middle of the morning. There
cams the sound o\: hoof-thuds on the olay ruts of the Strother roadj

then more thudat\ and more snd more., A troop of horsemeon were coming,
coming in a gallopl! Out of the woods they swept, What a sight] Jiwmle
hed never sesn sush a sight in all his short years of plantation 1ifs.

Phe horsemen, in column of twos, oircled the top of the hill, pasaed '
under the big osk, and ro.do up the drive to the frott gate, It.was s

hia staff, A1l were superbly mounted, rouplondont in gold kmxidybrseid,’
gold corded hats, blue uniforms with brass buttons, and ahiny oavalry
boots with npnngly spura, Jimmie oould'né koep his syas off of the ;1
nhorsaa and thosas dlny apura - t-ha those big revolvers.

Grandfather Blair came out of the door of hia home, walked slowly
down the welk, and stood in the gate, Little Jipmmie fdllowed olosely
bohind; the 1adled stood in the door or looked out of the windows., The B
Gensral nnd the Planter looked esch othertwer. They looked strangely |
alike, somshow, 'i‘horo wos a momant of silence, (The oirdle of officers 4
locked on « such as could hold their mounts still.) Then the General
broks the silencel

"I gow your houss on top of this hill frowm the 1ridge over yon=

der", te tapped the flold-glass st his belt, snd pointed aoross the



river; "I ingquired who 1ived over hero and wes tnformed that thia
was the Blair home, Are you yr, Blairt"
There came @ ourt, "I gn®, from the homo OWnar.
"I am OQeneral Frank Blalr of Pennsylvania", continued the
‘. officer, in an effsble tono, "I'm very maoh interosted in the Blair
history. I havo collectod considersble records of the American branohes
of the family, We Pennsulvania Bleirs sre ¥in to the Virginia Blairs.
Your folks wers from Virginis, I beliove,"
The sontonce had sosroaly oscaped his 1ips when the northarn
Blsir stared with smagement at the ohange hia few worda had wrought
{n this southern Blair. fiis festures warao trensformed into a haughty
i scorn) from clons sot teeth, the lips ourlad in utter pontempts bLE&—
st noath the furrowed brow hins blnok oyoes wWarsa inatinot with enger. In
) the mind of William Blair there shuttled baclk end forth, like bvolts
.Jf‘.ot surmer 1ightning, the memories of four long yenrs of wrongs, and
" desths, and srson, The flamo 11t by that fire in the southsrn sky
was burning flercely in his heart and mind, Slowly he straightensd
. his aging form and 1irted his head until the black hair fell from
ﬁ i hin turioua Lrowe Deliboratoly his hend went to hise waistooat pooket.

ngruvtng tx out wxfh equal deliberation, ho slowly openad the blade

/! of his pesrl-hendled ¥nife, end peld it up befors the eatonished
General's syon.

"Do you ses this wnife?" he asked in s supremely controlled drawl

"vesl" game the tersa reply.

"Ir I thcughé I had & single drop of Yenkee blood in these veins
I'4 take this ynito. and out them open snd let every last drop run
out on that goound."

The knife was poised eloft, his left hand po!ntod{olo«“ontly to



the grounds Thers wap an ominous hush, Jinmde's heart beat thump,
thump, trump. The Janthsr saddled oresked sudidbly. The Genersl's
big ohastnut pewed the ground and shook the brasa rings of his mare
tingalre. A1l the while eleotrio syarks M sped baok and forth from
eye to ave, ns fysnk" and "Reb" glared st emch other. Then ths Dig
ohantnut broke the currentj he pranced and did » doudle spin. The
gensral brought him under gontrol with a stroks of hias gsuntleted

““'pard, and faced his ensmy again. PThen in chilflest of tones,

‘MY guenis some people might feel that way sbout #t.," Thera was
anct her pauas, “The foragera will be coming along hers presently =
.‘rhey might start a fire up there," indlcating ths house,” will you
have .I guard?"®

Indignation and anger had thrown precsution to the wind,

"ywothing from youl And if you went to burn it, bvurn itl Your
soo;xmlroll have burned sverything else in thelr pathi®

The Genoral 1ifted his eye to the houso as the mutoxfpolnted, and
his eyos ransted on his sountry's sesl, stending out in bold relief
-bévo the lintel of the door. He gozsd pensively for a moment = then
tightening rein, ho apun nis horse, touched apurs to his flank, and
dow¥n the bill he il:ont. hia staff whesling two by two behind him,
Jimmie saw them Aisappasring at a gsllop towsrd Rook Crooke.

At the bottom of tha bill undor & pina the lesder reined up his
charger. Swiftly his officers surroundsd him, each faos elouded
with {ndignstion and resentmant,

"Ganersl, are you going to stand for talk 1ike that? Leat's go
baok and burn that 01d Rebel oute"”

Genaral Blair lifted his eyes to the house upon tha hill, then
tuming to his staff, half-rrowning, half-grinning,

"I isten hers, if he bad talked any other way, he wouldn't have



been a Blair, He's wy kin, all right." He turned to his side:

"¥ajor, soend a wan beok up there with o ders that the first m
who puts a toreh to that house will be courtemartieled”, snd over
the hill he rode,

And the foragers did come = riding vp from every direotion.
They found and drovs off the stook from the 1eland, They loeated
the mest and took &sll of 1t, The kega of molassan they laft behind.
They could'nt take 1t mway on horseback 80 thay poursd sand through
the bungholes and "left 1t be". 'l'hol‘aaarehod the houss for valuable
but found nons. Ono of the ™hands” told on Dick, that he hnd hid th
silver, and so Dick hod, Not only "Werse Willimm'as stuff", dut a
npumber of others! &8 woll., The men wers ell gono, and nobody elsa
could be dop.endod upon 1like Diok. Single-hmnded he had put it sway
snd not a soul, white or blmok, knew where it was, but Dick = and
he eould be oounted on to kesp his dbusiness to himself,

The soldiers sst out to find Diock, and they hunted until they
cams up on him, Now Diok was one of thosa "tony" negroes, brought
up right in and around tho white folks, almost 1ike a memdber of the
family, He took great pride in being stewsrd of ell that his master
had, He had a hi%h 86150 ofbonor in rendering an ecocount of all
that was conmitted to hia trist, TUnder his hand hia master sufforsl
no loes, or hurt, to hia property. When Diok mounted the oarrilags
seat and drove the My folks to Oresntrier for a viait, "Marss Wil-
1iam" had no fear, for the powsrful snd brave blaok would heve giver
his 1ife in defenns of the women and ochildren 4n hls ears, But ther
wan pno olass of whites that Dick had no respoot for = "po! wite
trash" = and the aristooratio servant was at no paina to hids hi

contempt for such.



When the Yanks spotted Diok = hs made no effort to higde~ he
was up by the "big house" whsre he might be o eded, thoy had a problem
on hend = how to get the trusty foreman to t#ll where hs had hidden
the valuables, He readily admitted bBurying the things, Mo was proud
of it, After a pecret conference, the soldlers surrounded the stalwart
negro anl tried to oajole him into telling them where the silver was
hidden, All they got from him was that the things of the different
forilien wore in "different places™. Then the Yanks triad bribery:
"DidInt we coms down hera to set you folks froe? Is this the '
way you'rs golng to treat ust"
" Apparontly it was, Another ha seman made snothor sally=
"If you want a good Job, and a good house to live in, snd =
ochange to make planty of woney, go dig up that stuff snd come with us,"
All they got in return for this effort was = "I'sa satisfied
wid wut I is." :
Then the leadsr of the troops besame engry. "Look hers, you old
fool, if you don't tell us whare you put those things, I'11 out your
. ¥inky head off,"
Hi8 furious feca and thraatening gestures were sufted to his
wor da, His hand -J.i':e to the hilt of his saver and with a quiok noove
the dlade flashed from tha seabbards. The aavalrymen Jerked their
horsss back to ¢laar tho stroke, With a dextorous back=hand sweep
the saber awept with a sew-ies~h over Diok's bars heasd,
"Now, whora'r thoso thingst"
The negro Spoke in a low, base voiae without a tremari
"I dun tolse yub I ain gone tel yuh, Yuh kin kilt me if yuh wanna,
dat won't git yuh nuttin,"
The blsck man stood his ground stubbornly. Onca more the trooper
propered for a slesh, FEo moessured the distance to the negro's head
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\'uh his ayes; pullad 4n oloser to be sure of hins stroke} raised

himself 4n his atirrupsj and 14fted his right arm with the blnde
eurved over his shoulder = "Where's that aturfe”

The slave's lips wers visibly pressed together, Down cmme the
ssber in s sweeping, hissing curve for the nagro's hasd, A finger
breadth of awkwardness and Dick's scalp and skull would have baen
gevered, Two of the troopars £1inched at tha rashnass of the alash,

"Leave him alons, Bill," blurted one of the men, "There's plenty
more ooming, You'regoing to get us all in troudle with the Provost.”

B111 took s last baleMml look at blask Diek, standing stolid¥y
dumb, his ssorets buried 1ike the white folks' treasures, safe in
his sturdy obast. Olucking to his mount, the wouldbe raider wert in
pursuit of the fast retresting raiders,



FAIRVIEW
A LOOK AT A FEDERAL PLANTATION

"Every monument 15 crumbled like all
carthly hopes decay”  LE. Blwr
1889

John Means, u Revolutionary War soldier built his home sometime before
1800, 1Tis modest tombstone is near the ruin dated 1811,

Many architectural details date this home 1o the [8th century. A rebirth
of Classicism defined this sivie. The Independant Nation called this style Federal
after the federation of the newly formed United States Of Amenca. One Federal
symbol belonging 1o the house, is said Lin part, o have saved it from
destruction when the South seperated from the Union one hundred years later,

Farrview wis built by slave labor. s’ solid brick walls were laid in the
Flemish Bond pattern, They were four bricks in thickness, about two feet.

s exterior walls were stuccoed.  Their corners and lentils were scored 1o
resemble stone, as was fashionable at the time. Over the front door was fashioned
the Amencan Eaglesymbol of the Union.

An unusial feature was the brickwork under the caves.  These bricks
were reunded at the ends and split in half, placed one on top of the other and
graduated o make what | would call o dentil molding cave. This particular detail is

Georgiun in stvle which in my opinion furhter supports that the house is 18th century.
These bricks came from England, according to an Architeet and Brick Mason
who saw the house in the 1980's

The chimneys were inset. meaning that their perimeters extended into
the rooms allowing for maximum heating efficiency.  Two of the fire places were
comered in the left upstairy rooms.

1pon entering the hall, one saw the freeflying canteleiverd staircase that
extended three stories. The banmisters and newel post were quite plain. This
simplicity reflected the puritanical beliels of the time.,

On the Birst floor | and to the nght was the Drawing Room.  The massive
mantle piece was Georgian in stlve with intricate _fine, dentil molding.
I have heen in many major 18th century homes and the molding in this house
wais unrivaled. The large four panel doors were hung in i way that if left open
their weight would swing them shut. 'This was duc to the design of the hinges.



The Deawing Room ceiling was was decorated with o fine plaster design.
The center medalion was in the shape of a Howerand was encircled by a puiided
vine The ceiling was framed by a deep crown molding of plaster,the background
color being a pretty blue. Usually this type of work was done by European
artist brought up from the Port of Charleston.

The basic floorplan of the house was symmetrical. It was four big room
with a wide hall on the first floor that exteded the width of the house. There
were [our lnndings for the cantelievered stair that led 1o an sttic Jofi
Ihe term canteleivered means that the stairs seemed 10 have no support and
just wound 1o the higher floor, The stair led to an attic foft . The structure
way situated over o bull busement or cellar.

The beams that supported the gabled roof were roman numeraled,
because the lumber was milled somewhere else and brought 1o the site. The beams
were fastened together with wooden pegs and the wood was heart pine,

The ariginal colors were blues, browns and ochres and the wainscotting
wats originally grain painted to resemble exotic wood,

Fairview was worked by slave labor. The slive row was to the back of
the house nccording 1o cousin Jimmy Frazier (this was told 1o me by
Mrs. Ann Fryga )The slaves are bunied at Rock Creek church with thier graves
mirked by rocks,

After Emmancipation, some of the slaves stayed on as tenent farmerns.
My grandmother remembered reading the Bible 10 them on sundiys.

Fairview was purchased by William Biair shortly afier his father Thomas
died in the 1840's.

It has been mentioned that John Means . the builder of Fairview died in
IR11. His wife, whom everyone still refers to as the Widow Means moved to columbin
at some point with her children and Fairview was run by the slaves untill
sold to William.
Wilkiam left Fairview o his widowed daughter Mary Frazier,

becanse she ook care of him in his infrim years and had no home of her own,
She nlso helped raise his younger children afier the deaths of their mothers
thus . Mary was deservedly, the mistress of the plantation. William left his
other ehldeen money my grandmother told me. In the slave census of 1850 \William
had 35 slaves,

The house was lust oceupied by Mary's son James B. Frazier and his wite
Minnie Willingham. Minnies brother Boinest(?) Willingham built the rear
addition in thel 890'% The house stood empty for 40 plus years
untill it collapsed in 1990,
Fairview {4 documented with the South Caroling arehives under o survey
of soon to be lost carly significant dwellings conducted by the Central
Regional Planning Counsel. 101s documented as o "mre upcountry colonial”

The renowned Bishop Asbury of the 181h Century sipent three mghts



at Farview with Colonel Means. He recorded in his journals thit Means was &
"most cordial and accomodating host."

snapshot of Faleview about 1905



cuarly picture of Fairview about 1899, Jim and Minmie are the couple standing i middle
Marion Frazier is litde gitl with doll, J.B. frazier Jr. on horse

"Nellie, the rest are Minnic's
relatives

Fatrview in the late 1920's



Rear addition in the lote 192405

Eagle in about 1950
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John Means epitaph

w2001

all Fairy

w

antrance to cellar

54



Artifacts from Fairview

early 191h ¢. porcelain mid to late 19th ¢ pictorial button

portion of a childs cast iron trivet 19th ¢



19th ¢. pestle for grinding medicine

blue Indian trade beads

man's waist cont button

(this buttan is very similar
if not exactly the same as
the one on W, Blairs vest
in the picture of him)
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Salem Preshyterian Church

Sulem was founded in 1812, Thomus Blair was o charter member
It 15 the resting place for almost countless Blair's and Blair descendants. The
original building burned in 1928 and was rebuilt as a handsome
brick church,  The Bluir's and Fraziers contributed handsomely 1o the new building
and | believe paid  the entire sum for building the Parsonage.

e chureh bas quite o colorfull history. In antebellum times, the
shaves were allowed 1o be baptised and hold priveledges with the permission of
thelr owner's.  (hnte an intersting contradiction o pre Cival War history as |
know 1t

Following are copies of some of the sessions records. | have annotated
our descendants so it will be casier for the reader to have an idea of how their
anseestors worshiped o the 19th century,

Auis evident in some of these records, those members who srtaved 1o
far from the Golden Rule could find themselves in quite a precanious situation, 1o
say the Teast. The sccused had 10 appear before o boad of examiners (during
worship service 5o it seems,) recieve their sentance, and after being satisfoctorily
absolved of their sin conld resume worship at the church,

How many of you Blair's out there believe in the Presbytenian Disctrine of
Predestination” And | I s, do you know where you are going after you depart from
this world? {sorry Treally couldn's resist that one) Serivusly though, the answer ix quite
simple to those who truely belive as we all know,
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Singing and prayers to almighty God
for sparing the lives of soldiers after
the bombing of Fort Sumter on April
the 12th and 13th 1861.
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Blair's Crossing ferry bomt

Marion Frazier
(daughter of 1.B. Frazier,
lust on nght,)







Minme Arabella Scott
J.D. Blair's 1st wife (ca 1880)

John Davis Blair( ca 1900)

Hannie Long (J.D.'s 2nd wilo)



Newton Blair, son of Thomas and
Jane MeGill Blan




Marion Mobley (Minnie) Willingham and James Blair Frazier

lames Frazier (original Irish Immigrant)
grandfather of James Blair Frazler.



Halttie McConpell Blair (ca 1872)
daughter of Margaret Blair
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Ida Jane Blair died in infancy

possibally Margaret’s
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Thomas Blair and his sons about 1905
picture taken at the back of his home
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Rose Hhll Home of John D Blair

Rose Hill was the home of Colone] David Provence
when he married Elizabeth Hall circa 1836. An eccen-
tric man, he is buried in a lone grave near his bome,
across the road from the Rock Creek Baptist Church
and cemetery, The house was acquired many yeans
ago by the Blairs, who still own and occupy it.
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Marion Frazier Craig.
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left 10 right . Nora Blair ( o
Sallie Blair Lominack, Mary Blair
M Laughlin, ¢ worge Blair Parker
Daughters of Jolhs D.and Hannig
Long Blair, (1947)

Hannie Blair with brother-in-law
Lon Blair at his home vy Hall

ubout 1946

Ivy Hall, Home ol
Lawtence M. Bl










Mary KnowltonBlair standing it
{Daughter of J.O. Blair)

Valeria Blair | Standing rght
(daughter of Lon m‘.,m.

' = Valeria Blas
!
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Sallle Brown Blak
(daughter of J.D. Blair)

William Scott Blalr (middie)
Nora Blair (right)

Children of J.D. Blair

taken at Parr Shoals earty 1900

Mary and Salllie Biair
with cousin Louisa Long
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CGeorge Frank Andrews
September, 1975

I am George Frank Andrews. age 75. 1 was bomn December 10, 1899, near
Monticello in Fairficld County, SC. 1 am one of seven children of Robert Franklin
und Cora Helen Blair Andrews. The children in order of birth are: my twin brother,
Charles Aiken and 1, (1 am the oldest), Robert Colvin, Margaret Elizabeth ( Mrs.
Reggie Lever), William McContiell (Mack), 8 baby boy who died at one month old,
and Clyde Blair, who was bom after we left Fuirfield.

Now my immediate family — | married a most wonderful and beautiful nincteen
vear old girl, Nell Amaker, on June 15, 1929. Our only son, Robert Franklin
(Frankic) we lost when he was sixteen years old. He drowned. Our daughter, Jean
Blair, is now living in Columbia, SC and teaching school.

In my early life my father was a cotton farmer and the whole family worked hard,
We enjoyed picnics, family gatherings. and other outings, but most of all we
enjoyed our church, Salem Presbyterian Church at Salem Crossroads. My father
moved his family 1o near Columbia in the fall of 1916,

| think that the most exciting event that we experienced while living in Fairfield
wits when our home bumned down in the fall of 1913. No one was at home at the
time and not & thing was saved except for the clothes that we had on. My father,
twin brother Charles, and [ were in the field sbout one mile from the house, My
mother and the other children were at Salem Church about four miles away. It was
a week day and something special was going on at the church. | can well
remember, although | was only thirteen years old at the time, dragging logs (o the
sowmill, hauling lumber from the mill to the house place, and hauling brick and
finish lumber from the railroad station, A new house was built in the exnct spot
where the old one stood. My father and Mr. Rabb, | can’t remember the first name,
but he was the father of Emest Rabb who was the sheriff of Fairfield County for a
long time) did most of the building of the new house. But we must not forget the
neighbors all giving a days work on the house. A Colored brick mason built the
chimneys and did the other brick work. We lived with my two old maid sunts,
Elizabeth und Maggie Aiken, while the new house was being built. They were my
mother’s half sisters and after the death of their father, they lived alone in the old
Blair home. Our stay with them was very nice, but we really enjoyed moving into
our new home.

I think | should say something ahout our one room schoolhouse known s Pine
Grove School. The things | remember most are the three R's, reading, ‘riting, and
rithmatic. 1 also remember the games we played during a one hour recess:
baseball, bull-in-the-pen, stealing chickens. dropping handkerchiefs, Andy-over-
the-house, and others. One time while playing bull-in-the-pen | was hit | thought
too hard with a ball. To this day | don't know who threw the ball, but 1 do know
that | caused such an uproar that our teacher Miss Mamie Ladd, (later married Mr.
John Ragsdale) took me into the schoolhouse and disciplined me by having me
memorize the first, second, and third verses of St. John, the fourteenth chapter. We



all loved and respected our teacher very much. Other memories include school
plays and decorating Christmas trees- in which grown-ups as well as youngsters
ook part.

| have often heard the remark that you can tuke the boy out of the country, but you
can't take the country out of the boy. My futher took me out of Fairfield, but he did
not get Fairfield out of me. And no wonder with such things o remember as
coming home from school, grabbing a sweet potato and a piece of apple pie,
putting on 4 cotton-picking sack and heading 1o the field to pick cotton; plowing
barcfooted and walking in a cool fresh furrow; playing afier a rain and mud
squirting between your toes; going in swimming in the creek ponds (we called it
going in washing); playing baseball in the cow pasture and sometimes sliding into
what we thought was @ base: and many, many other things to remember. Oh, no,
vou can't get Fairfield out of me for it’s a part of me, and I'm part of i,

Christmas was o time we all looked forward to in o very special way. We Kids all
hung our stockings on the mantiepicce over the fireplace with great expectations.
On Christmas moming we each found fruit, nuts, candy, firecrackers, and a toy of
some kind within. This was the day of all days.

As | mentioned earlier the church played an important role in our lives. Most of
our social life was built around our church, | can remember the summer of 1912,
My twin brother and I, along with James Colemun, Berry Martin, and John Albert
Ladd all joined Salem Presbyterian Church. The whole family attended church all
year round, but we looked forward to the summers at lay-by time. That is the time
from completion of cultivating crops until yime to start harvesting. There was
always o lull in farm activities. At the time the Church would have a week long
meeting with preaching twice a day, moming and night. On the last Sunday there
would be “dinner on the ground™. Picnic fashion each family would bring & basket
of food and on this day the second sermon would be in the aftemoon. We enjoyed
these meetings at Salem Presbyterian Church, Rock Creek Baptist Church, and
Monticello Methodist Church. Of course, our transportation was a horse und buggy
which we enjoyed very much.

In the early days the telephone was not as it is today. The most up-to-date that
were in use in the early part of the century in Fairfield County were the kind that
hung on the wall with a crank attached so you could ring the number you wanted.
Each party had a combination of rings such as two shorts and one long, This was a
good system except that when one phone would ring, they all would ring. Because
people were always anxious for news, everyone would listen in. In this way, we,
the whole family heard that one of the two automobiles then in the county had
made a trip from Winnsboro to the Southern Railway station at Dawkins to get
some passengers and take them back to their home in Winnshoro. We also leamed
that this auto had developed motor trouble at some place between our house and
Dawkins. The driver who was the owner of the auto had called to the owner of the
other auto in the county to ask him to come and give him some help. We must not
forget there were no auto mechanics in those days. Both of these autos were owned
by men in Winnsboro. We had never seen one and none until that day had traveled
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on the road by our house. My twin brother Charles, our next brother Robert and |
decided 10 ask for a ride 1o the point where the other car was having trouble. [t was
about two miles away. We heard him coming sbout o mile sway; there were no
mufflers in those days. So we wenl to the roadside and flagged him down. He was
u very nice young man and he let us nide to the other auto, We had something to
talk about for a long time. I'm not sure but | think this was about 1909, Maybe u
little earlier - maybe a lide luter. 1 did not know at the time the names of the two
men who owned the only automobiles in Fairfield County, but | have since
forgotten. In modern terms, | can say that | thumbed a ride on the first auto | saw.

There is one thing that a country boy will never forget and that is hog killing time,
We'd get up early in the moming and help get water in the wash pots, Then we'd
get a fire started under the pots for heating the water that would be used in getting
the hair off of the hogs, Most people thought thit the first real cold spell in late
November or the first of December was the best time to kill hogs, They claimed
thit meat was easier to cure if killed ot this time. On the first real frosty moming in
late fall you could hear hogs squealing in all directions.

There were some people in the neighborhood who looked forward in the spring of
the year 1o Poke Salad, a very delicious dish so they said, was a good spring tonic.
My mother did not agree. Poke Salad is the early shoot of Poke Berry plants that
grow wild in abundance in Fairfield County. To this day | have not tasted it so |
um not an authority of the qualities of it. 1 have often thought sbout wn old Colored
woman who lived on our place. 1 do not remember her full name, but we called her
Aunt Sukie. She was often praising the beneficinl qualities of Poke Salad. One day
she said 1o my mother, “Mrs. Cora, I'll gather a mess of Poke Salad if you'll cook
and taste it” My mother said, “O.K., but you know what | think about it" She
brought a mess to my mother and mama cooked it according 1o her directions,
When she had it ready to serve, mama took it to the backyard and threw it over the
fence. That is as near as | have come to tasting Poke Salad.

My Father made severnl business trips to Winnshoro each year which was eighteen
miles away. Of course the trip was made by horse and buggy and was an all day
affair, leaving home at daylight and getting back about sundown, My twin brother
would go with him at one time and T would go the next time. We looked forward to
these trips with great anticipation.  Afier Papa would finish his business we would
o to o restaurant and have dinner. At times it would take him longer to finish his
business 0 we would not have time for the restaurant.  We'd get cheese and
crackers and est them on the way home. | think the biggest thrill I would get was
going through the covered bridge over the Little River, However, | was thrilled
from the time we left home until the time we got back.

Sassafras T'ea was considered u good spring tonic.  The tea was made from the
roots of the sassafras trees. 1t was a very tasty drink and was supposed 10 improve
one’s eyesight. We had it for breakfast very often in the spring of the year. There
were two kinds of roots, one white and one red. While the tea from the red roots
was to improve eyesight, the tea from the white roots was to cause blindness. At
least that was the beliel.



Barbara shops were something we did not have and the fact is that 1 was o big boy
hefore | knew anything about one.  Our Father cut our hair, and he got his hair cut
by cutting one of the neighbor's huir - a very nice arrangement. When we kids had
a loose tooth, it was usually pulled by Papa using a pair of pliers. Sometimes
Mama would pull one by tying a string around it and pulling it out. Of course for
other dental work we would go to the dentist at Winnshoro.

The first family doctor | remember was Dr. Amett who died when | was very
voung. Then Dr. Scott was our family doctor until we left Fuirficld County. Our
Mother usually prescribed for most of our ailments. Most often it would be a big
spoonful of caster oil or Epsom salts in o glass of water, Mama could always tell
when we were not feeling well. When she'd ask how | was feeling sometimes, |
would think about the medicine she'd give and I'd tell her | was fecling fine. It
was necessary af times to have the family doctor see us and prescribe medication.
He'd go to his buggy and sit and roll some pills of which | know not what they
were made. They always seemed to do the job.

Syrup cooking time was another time that was important in our farm life. 1 don’t
remember who owned the outfit 1o make the molasses, but he would rent it out to
people interested in moking syrup. When our time came it was necessary to work
day and night o the outfit could be moved to the next place. It seemed that when
our time came our Father was always 0o busy with other activities to help very
much, leaving most every thing to my twin brother and me. Syrup was made from
the juice of sugar cane with the use of a machine with vertical rollers tumed hy
mule power with a long pole attached. The mule was hitched to the pole and would
turn the rollers by going in a merry-go-round fashion. For n light to see by at night,
we would fill a bottle with kerosene and use a piece of cloth for a wick. It made
very pood flambean. After the juice was squeezed the next step was to put the juice
in o vat or cooking pot which was over # fire. A rack was made to put the vat on
migie of brick and the ength and width of the vat and about two feet high, Fire was
started in the enclosure under the vat.  The vat was an ingeniously constructed
device, It was about three feet wide and ten feet long and six inches deep, There
were partitions about seven inches across the width.  Each partition had an open
door about four inches wide to connect one space of the pan to another, The mw
cane juice was first put in the space ot the end of the vat and as it was cooked, it
progressed from one space to another until it came out of the other end in the form
of syrup, ready to eut. |t was the operator’s duty to mancuver the juice from space
to space und to see that it cooked the right amount in each space. Also he had (o
remove skimmings from the juice and keep the fire at the right temperature. You
can imagine two thirteen year old boys doing un job like this, but it can’t be
forgotten that our Father kept cheek on us every few hours and kept us straightened
out. It would not be fair 10 not mention the fact that one year we cooked some of
the juice too long und a fifty gallon barrel of syrup turned to sugar,

This nostalgia would not be complete without some mention of the ferry across the
Broad River at Dawkins. This was the only route from Fairficld to Newberry
County af the time, The ferry was a flat bottom barge type of boat, large enough to



accommodate two wagons and mules. 1t was powered by the use of cables and a
winch with a crank which was tumed by hand. My Uncle, Will DeHihns was o
cotton farmer and he also ran the ferry, | am thinking of times he would let us kids
go with him as he carried passengers and vehicles across the river, That was a real
thrill. For & kid who had not traveled very far from home, when we landed on the
other side of the river it was like tales we had heard of Janding in a foreign land,
This crossing of the Broad River was not only u crossing from Fairfield to
Newberry County, it was also the only crossing for thirty-five miles up or down the
river. Some years later a bridge was built across Broud River at Strother, about five
miles from Dawkins. At the same time the ferry was discontinued. Fond memories
linger on with those of us who enjoyed the then ways of life.

1 have mentioned the town of Dawkins several times but not told much about it,
Dawkins is a station on the Southern Railroad and in the carly years of this century
the center of activity at Dawkins was the Railroad and the Railroad depot. It was 3
very large depot consisting of a warchouse, passenger waiting rooms, telegraph and
ticket office, all of which was attended by a depot agent. Mr. Ally Ladd owned and
operated n large general merchandise store; he sold everything from a spool of
thread to a carload of guano. He also owned and operated a public cotton gin and
bought and sold cotton and cottonseed. No doubt about it, Mr, Alley Ladd was s
big man at Dawkins, No one lived at Dawkins so the population was zero,
However, if you could see the people visiting on Saturday afternoon you would
think that there was somewhat of a population. Some of these people were buying
and trading; for some it was only a social gathering where they exchanged news
mostly about the progress of the crops at that time, Some of the people were there
to watch the trains go by, We kids were always happy when Papa said, “Let’s go to
Dawkins this Saturday afiernoon.” We would watch the trains go by and listen to
the gossip while Papa was buying supplies. | would say that on an average there
would be about a hundred people in Dawkins on & Saturday afternoon. We kids
always looked forward to these trips.

Afier helping in a small way in building our new home, my twin brother and 1, kid-
like, thought we knew all there was to know about building und since there were
some odds and ends of lumber left and we felt the outhouse was in a bad state of
deterioration, we decided 10 build # new one, This small building was called by
most people the “privy”. My grandfather called his the “state house™. 1 never did
learn exactly why he called it by this name, but | have always had & suspicion that
it was because the State newspaper found its last useful service inside this building,
But when | think of all this out of date catalogues that found this to be their final
destination, [ wonder why it wiss not called after one of these. We did not have any
problems in constructing this building until time to cut the crescent ventilator hole
and the other holes. We did not have the proper tools to cut crescent and oval holes
so all we could do was to cut square ones. | will have to say that the square holes
in place of oval holes were not very comfortuble. We built what was called a two-
holer. However, | never could see the use of two holes when the building is only
used by one person ot a time. | have wondered through the years to this present
time if we are happier with the modern bathroom facilities than we were with the
old two-holer.
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I do not remember much about my grandparents but | would like to say something
about them.  Grandmother Andrews died in 1901 when 1 was one year old,
Grandmother Blair and Grandfuther Andrews both died in 1904 when | was four
years old.  Grandfather Blair died in 1910 when | was 10 years old. | can
remember some things about Grandfather Blair. After my grandmother died, he
continued to live with his two stepdaughters, Elizabeth and Maggie Aiken in the
Blair home. He had been o big cotton farmer, but in the later years he had cut down
to a two horse furm on account of age and failing health, | remember visiting him
und be would tell me of his experiences in the Civil War. He was a flag bearer and
wis wounkded twice, once in the breast and once in the foot.  Both of my
grandfathers were clders in Salem Preshyterian Church and both of them and my
erandmothers were buried in the churchyard.  Although | have been writing of
things as they were in my childhood und carly teenage days in Fairfield County, 1
want to say that my Mother and Father were the two most important people in my
life while in Fairfield and since, They played a major role in every aspect of my
life from the day 1 was bomn, My Mother died in Columbia in 1927, when | was
twenty-seven years old when it seemed | needed her more than ever. | have always
tried to live up to her high standard of integrity and morality. Her passing left me
with a sud and helpless feeling. My Father died in 1943 in Columbia when [ was
forty-three years old, Although | had enjoyed his guidance for forty-three years,
his passing Jeft me with an empty and sad feeling, The love and affection of my
parents have always been a guiding light in my life. My parents were buried in
Elmwood Cemetery in Columbia,

As | mentioned before, my father moved his family to near Columbia in the fall of
1916, and we all operated a truck farm. My twin brother and [ began working in
the Southern Railroad Shop in 1918, My brother continued working there until his
death in 1968, He was shop foreman the last thirty years. | worked in Columbia
shops and other points outside until 1939 when | was transferred 1o Spartanburg. |
was shop foreman for 35 years until | retired in 1971, four years a foreman in
Columbia shops and thirty-one years in the Spartanburg shop,

My brothers Robert and William (Mack) have been in the automobile business in
Columbia since finishing school. My only sister Margaret (Mrs. Roggie Lever)
lives near Blythewood where her husband has been a farmer and also worked for
Richland County until he retired about a year ago. My youngest brother, Blair,
started working with Southern Bell Telephone afler he finished school and he has
been with them since, except for about five years when he served in the army
during World War Two. Clyde Blair was born after we left Fairfield.

Mother died in 1927,

Father died in 1943,

Charles died in 1968,

Robert is living in Columbia,

Mack is liviog in Columbin.

Clyde is living in Columbia,
Margaret is living near Blythewood.



